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Writing from personal experiences, authors 
Farrel and Hanna stress the importance of 
creating a rite-of-passage ceremony for your 
young woman. Paper. 256 pages.
03LK0752 · $13.99

Raising a 
Modern-Day 
Princess 
BY PAM FARREL, DOREEN HANNA

When does one become a man? Does it “just happen” when a boy reaches 
puberty or when he leaves home? Does he achieve it when he bags his first 
buck or drinks his first beer? Does it come with a driver’s license or with 
a diploma at graduation? Does it take a woman to help him become a man?

And where do you fit into all of this, Dad?

In my estimation, fathers today are coming up short with their sons at 
three critical points. First, we have failed to deliver to our sons a clear, 
inspiring, biblically grounded definition of manhood. How critical is that? 
It’s comparable to a hunter without a gun…or a soccer game without a 
ball….or a cross-country trip without a map. Telling a boy to “be a man” 
without defining manhood is like saying, “Be a success.” It sounds good. 
But, practically it takes you nowhere.

Secondly, most fathers lack directional process that calls their sons to 
embrace the manhood they should be able to define. Typically, what passes 
for masculine training in most homes is vague and hit-or-miss. We assume 
sons will somehow “get it.” But most don’t. Worse still, it handicaps a son 
in knowing how to move out of childhood and into manhood.

A third shortcoming involves loss of ceremony. How many dads today think 
of formally commemorating their son’s progress or progress into manhood? 
Very few. A pioneer of the secular manhood movement, Robert Bly, makes 
this penetrating observation: “There is no place in our culture where 
boys are initiated consciously into manhood.”2 Manhood ceremonies have, 
in fact, become a lost art form. And sons have lost these powerful, life-
changing moments where, in the presence of Dad and other men, they can 
mark either their progress toward or passage into manhood. In the absence 
of these special ceremonies, sons are left to wonder, Am I a man?

Excerpt from Raising a Modern Day Knight: A Father's Role in Guiding His Son to Authentic 
Manhood - revised edition By: Robert Lewis, Tyndale House, 2007. Reprinted with Permission.
2 Robert Bly, from the video "A Gathering of Men," with Bill Moyers, which aired on PBC.

Manhood: Don’t Let Your 
Son Leave Home Without It

EXCERPT FROM: RAISING A MODERN-DAY KNIGHT

Beginning with a biblical perspective of 
manhood, author-pastor Robert Lewis shares 
a unique approach to shaping a boy into a 
man. Paper. 208 pages.
03LK8195 · $13.99

Raising a 
Modern-Day 
Knight 
BY ROBERT LEWIS

R E C O M M E N D E D  B Y  M A R K  H A L L

Hall is pictured with 
wife Melanie, and 
children John Michael, 
Reagan and Zoe in 
North Korea.




